
2018-2020 KAUA’I COUNTY COUNCIL-ELECT MEETING

NOVEMBER 26, 2018

The 20 18-2020 Kaua’i County Council-Elect Meeting of the Council of the
County of Kaua’i was called to order by Jade K. Fountain-Tanigawa, County Clerk,
on Monday, November 26, 2018. At 3:30 p.m., at the Council Chambers, 4396 Rice
Street, Suite 201, Historic County Building, Lihu’e, Kaua’i, and the presence of the
following was noted:

Councilmember-Elect Arthur Brun
Councilmember-Elect Felicia Cowden
Councilmember-Elect Mason K. Chock
Councilmember-Elect Luke A. Evslin
Councilmember-Elect Ross Kagawa
Councilmember-Elect Arryl Kaneshiro
Councilmember-Elect KipuKai Kuali’i

PUBLIC TESTIMONY.

All public testimony for this Meeting will be taken at the beginning of the Meeting.
Each speaker shall have a total of three (3) minutes to speak on the items for
discussion listed below.

JADE K. FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA, County Clerk: If you have not registered,
please do so at the corner.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: I have a question.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Sure.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: We have so many people here to testify, so I
just wanted to make clear so that the testifiers know that right now, they have the
chance to speak. But it is for all items at one (1) time, correct?

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Yes.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: Okay. Thank you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Three (3) minutes. As people are registering,
we will start with the first registered speaker. Ken Taylor.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

KEN TAYLOR: Councilmembers-Elect, Ken Taylor. I have
some questions and concerns about this meeting. First of all, I would like to know
where you get the authority to call a meeting since you have not been sworn into
office. You have no authority over the Charter at this point in time. What gives you
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the authority to call this meeting? I want answers and if I do not get answers, I will
sit here until the police come and remove me, so please be prepared to give me some
answers. Normally, the Council Chair signs-off on the agenda. Who is the Council
Chair that signed off on today’s agenda?

Councilmember-Elect Cowden: Can we call Mauna Kea up?

Mr. Taylor: Who has the authority to call this meeting to
order? She does not have the authority. It is not in the Charter. The Charter is
being violated by this meeting. I think you need to abandon this meeting immediately
and reschedule it for the 3rd of December after you are sworn in.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Mr. Taylor, if you are—Mr. Taylor?

MAUNA KEA TRASK, County Attorney: Ken, can I sit in your chair?

Mr. Taylor: You want my chair?

Mr. Trask: I do.

Mr. Taylor: I will get it back.

Mr. Trask: Aloha. For the record, Mauna Kea Trask,
County Attorney. Sorry. Pardon my levity, Mr. Taylor is staring at me right now as
I sit here. In short, for the record, the County of Kaua’i Office of the County Clerk
has an opinion dated November 14, 2002 from the State of Hawai’i Office of
Information Practices (OIP), which is a State agency that oversees the Sunshine Law
and the Uniform Information Practices Act (UIPA) open records law. Actually, it is
addressed to Mr. Anthony’s Summer, Reporter for the Star Bulletin—Kaua’i,
regarding the meetings of Councilmembers who have not yet officially taken office to
discuss selection of officers. In effect, because the members before this elected body
today are sworn in next Monday the 3rd at the meeting at high noon or whatever it is,
you are not covered by the Sunshine Law. So therefore, OIP has opined in OIP
Opinion Letter No. 02-11 that “it is not illegal for a quorum of newly elected members
of a Council to meet privately to discuss selection of officers prior to commencement
of the terms of office.” So that does not cover this, but if this elected body would want
to, you could meet at Tip Top Motel Café and Bakery or wherever else you want to go
and figure this all out. However, in speaking with the Office of the County Clerk, it
is likewise not illegal for you to meet here today and I will tell you why. The reason
why is because the Sunshine Law and judicial decisions from the State of Hawai’i
interpreting the Sunshine Law really focus on what is called the “spirit” of the
Sunshine Law, which is the open and available process for the public to be part of
decision-making to understand what government is doing because the cornerstone of
democracy is citizen participation. Although not required, I think it is in line in the
spirit to have a meeting like this today. It is my understanding that communication
has been made with OIP and the Office of the County Clerk has gotten—I do not want
to say approval because they are not really necessary for approval, but they do have
concurred that it is within the spirit of the Sunshine Law and they do not object to
and they encourage meetings like this so people can participate meaningfully in the
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process. I understand there have been a lot of rumors and unwarranted allegations
of. . .1 do not know whether it is collusion or it other things are happening. To my
understanding, it is not the case and I think it is commendable for this body to open
up their deliberative process to include people to let them know that you are just
doing what you are going to do. In 2014 when I was confirmed, the Council Meeting
went really long. It went to about 6:30 in the evening. In the interest of time,
economy, efficiency, and understanding the past, legally, the Council has worked
these things out, but we are in a new time right now. Thank you very much for
holding this meeting. Mr. Taylor is wrong. It is not illegal. It is not against the
Charter. The Charter does not even talk about the Sunshine Law. It was drafted
twenty (20) or thirty (30) years before it was even enacted. Thank you. You are all
okay. I think none of the decisions that you will make today will be effectuated until
you take official action on the 3rd at about 12:01 p.m. or shortly thereafter, but
nonetheless, thank you for being so diligent. That is all.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: The next registered speaker is Alice Parker.

(Councilmember-Elect Kagawa was noted as not present.)

Mr. Taylor: I will wait until Councilmember-Elect
Kagawa comes back.

ALICE PARKER: May I testify next to you?

Mr. Taylor: Huh?

Ms. Parker: May I testify next to you?

Mr. Taylor: Next to me?

Ms. Parker: Yes. I am next up.

Mr. Taylor: But I am not finished.

Ms. Parker: Alright. I will sit down.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: How much more time does he have?

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: He has one (1) minute and thirty (30) seconds.

Councilmember-Elect Brun: You have about one (1) minute and thirty (30)
seconds left, Ken.

Mr. Taylor: I am not on the timeclock.
Councilmember-Elect Kagawa has left the room. There is no reason for him to go out
during a meeting of this nature with the discussion that is on the table. I think it is
very rude when you Councilmembers get up and walk out of the room during public
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comment just because you do not want to hear something. It is unfortunate. No one
forced you to run for office. You have made that decision on your own. You have been
elected to represent the people of this County. When we take the time out of our
schedules to come and testify, you should have the desire to want to hear what we
have to say.

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: Jade, would we be able to have Alice
testify and then Ken can come back when Councilmember-Elect Kagawa is here?

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: She could. He would just need to sit...

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: If she is fine testifying.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: He could have his remaining time. He would
need to sit...

Mr. Taylor: I am not finished with my testimony.

Councilmember-Elect Brun: When Councilmember-Elect Kagawa comes
back, then you can come back up.

Mr. Taylor: I am sorry?

Councilmember-Elect Brun: When Councilmember-Elect Kagawa comes
back, then you can come back up if you want to wait for Councilmember-Elect
Kagawa. But we can get through the other people who want to testify.

Mr. Taylor: Again, my question to you folks is, where in
the Charter do you get the authority that you are not sworn into office, where do you
get the authority to post an agenda on the County website and use...

(Councilmember-Elect Kagawa was noted as present.)

Mr. Taylor: ... County staff to put an agenda together?
Which one of you has the authority to approve this agenda? You are not sworn into
office. As I said, I need some answers and if I do not get some answers, I will sit here
until the police come to remove me. Seven (7) of you or someone has to have an
answer. You called the meeting. Someone approved this agenda. Who was it?

Councilmember-Elect Chock: I think you should try.

Mr. Trask: Mr. Taylor, let me give it one (1) more try.

Mr. Taylor: Do you want my chair again?

Mr. Trask: I do. I am sorry.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: Ken, I want to make sure you can hear Mauna
Kea and his explanation as to why it is legal to have this meeting.
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Mr. Taylor: I am listening.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: Okay.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: Mauna Kea, can you also share how long
these types of meetings have going on? I mean, it is probably close to forty (40) or
fifty (50) years. Anyways, it is not something that has been done differently this year.
It has been done like this in the past—I do not know, twenty (20) years or so, with
many new Councils.

Mr. Trask: Yes. For the record, Mauna Kea Trask,
County Attorney. A couple of things, in response to what I stated earlier, the
Sunshine Law is not a County law, it is a State law, and so it is not covered in the
Charter. However, the County Council is bound by it as a board or commission under
Chapter 92, so it does apply. Under Section 2.01 and again, this Charter was written
after three (3) drafts on or about 1968 or 1969, 50 it was quite a while ago.
Nonetheless, it says, “in addition to the express powers enumerated herein or implied
thereby, it is intended that the county shall have and may exercise all powers it would
be competent for this charter to enumerate expressly.” I think clearly, this would be
something the Charter could authorize to be held. Again, there is nothing offensive
about it. In fact, if you understand the process, I think the alternative if you were to
follow Mr. Taylor’s demand, that has no factual or legal basis whatsoever. The
alternative, I think, would be less preferable, the majority of the people sitting behind
me today wanted this to be an open meeting. They did not want you to sit, legally
meet, and decide this in a back room. If you want to hold this outside and involve
them, I think that goes towards benefiting democracy and not against it.
Nonetheless, this is not Mr. Taylor’s meeting, this is your meeting, and this is the
other people in this room’s meeting right now. I do think that Mr. Taylor or actually,
I know, that he has used his three (3) minutes. I think it is best if everyone else in
this room gets to testify as well. Thank you.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: Can you just share, again, the question that
Councilmember-Elect Kagawa asked about how long this has been going on and has
it always been a public meeting?

Mr. Trask: During the Statehood, this has been going on
under our County Charter since about 1968 or 1969. Then prior to that, it was going
on under the Territorial Board of Supervisors system. They would meet and the
Sunshine Law was not a requirement back then. When I came in, a lot of the old-
timers told me, “Oh, it was way better back then. We could just get it all done. We
would just show up and the meeting would be ten (10) minutes.” We have moved
away from that. This is more inclusive right now. More people are participating in
the system. I think that is a good thing. I think Mr. Taylor has made his stand and
he can go congratulate himself for it later, but I think that issue is done. Thank you.

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: Mauna Kea, can you clarify something?
This meeting is to be more efficient with the way we run the County Council, right?
The other option would be that we show up at Inauguration and then we end up
arguing it at Inauguration, we do not know when anyone is going to get appointed,



COUNCIL-ELECT MEETING 6 NOVEMBER 28, 2018

we take all of the public testimony, and we would hold up the entire Inauguration. I
think the intent of this meeting has always been to get that work done here so that
when we go to inauguration, it is a smooth Inauguration, everyone knows where
everyone stands, and we can get through the Inauguration and start our Council year
with a clean slate.

Mr. Trask: Yes. I think not only that, but it is good
because you can hear what is being said today and think about it. Do you know what
I mean? You can do a bunch of different things. You have time. Inauguration
provides that you have to go to the Kaua’i Memorial Convention Hall, you have to
have this meeting at a certain time, and you have to do certain things. The Mayor is
the effective Chair for a ceremonial period and then you do all of these other things.
It is going to go quick. I think this is good and you are including everyone else.

Councilmember-Elect Cowden: Felicia Cowden. Just to clarify, we are not
officially voting on decisions today, right? We are just talking about it.

Mr. Trask: Correct.

Councilmember-Elect Cowden: There are no decisions that are made, so as a
Council-Elect, we are not actually taking action. We are just having a public
conversation as opposed to sequential private conversations or whatever way it ends
up happening, right?

Mr. Trask: Yes.

Councilmember-Elect Cowden: It is bringing it out in front of everyone, but
no decisions are being made and no real action is happening.

Mr. Trask: Correct. This is the preferred alternative to
two (2) equally viable processes, but I think this is more favored by OIP because it is
open.

Councilmember-Elect Cowden: Office of...

Mr. Trask: Information Practices. Okay.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: The next speaker is Alice Parker.

Mr. Taylor: Excuse me. I am not finished.

Mr. Trask: Let me hold the chair before you fall.

Mr. Taylor: The action today is not the discussion of what
is going on. The action today was a posting of this meeting, which I do not think you
have the authority to do. I think it is imperative that you understand the difference
between what you think you would like to talk about and the action that was taken
to schedule this meeting. That is where you are in violation of the law. I want to just
read you the last two (2) paragraphs of an OIP Opinion Letter No. 02-11. “The OIP
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is of the official opinion that it is not illegal for quorum of newly elected members of
the Council to meet privately to discuss selection of officers prior to commencement
of their terms of office. The OIP also believes this result arises from an unintended
loophole in the Sunshine Law. Therefore, for the reasons set forth above in the
opinion, OIP strongly recommends that a quorum of member-elect of a board not
assemble privately prior to officially taking office to discuss selection of board officers
in keeping with the spirit of the Sunshine Law.” Now, this has nothing to do—these
are the last two (2) paragraphs of a sixteen (16) page document. What I am saying is
that when you have this on top of what you have done illegally, again, show me in the
Charter where it gives you the authority that you are not sworn in, the authority to
call a meeting, make an agenda, and post it on the website. Why was the rest of us
not notified when we have signed up to get meeting notices? I know it is a courtesy...

SCOTT K. SATO, Deputy County Clerk: Mr. Taylor, you are over your
three (3) minutes.

Mr. Taylor: Excuse me. I am in the process of making a
presentation.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: Your three (3) minutes are over.

Mr. Taylor: You have to call the police.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: They are coming.

Mr. Taylor: Call them. Thank you.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: They are coming.

Mr. Taylor: Okay. Thank you.

Councilmember-Elect Brun: Can we take a recess, please?

Mr. Taylor: When you have...

Councilmember-Elect Brun: Five (5) minute recess.

There being no objections, the meeting recessed at 3:52 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 3:58 p.m., and proceeded as follows:

(Councilmember Brun was noted as not present.)

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: The next registered speaker is Alice Parker,
followed by Lonnie Sykos.

Ms. Parker: Alice Parker, for the record. What I would
like to say is regarding running meetings. Consider reinstating that the public may
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speaker for three (3) minutes at the beginning on any item on the agenda so people
who have other conflicting appointments can make it here. The other thing is...

(Councilmember Brun was noted as present.)

Ms. Parker: What is the other thing? It blew my mind. I
do not know. I am sorry. I will have to write it down. The other thing is,
transportation. We desperately need a bus stop on Pahe’e Street, so get someone who
can push transportation along. Thank you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Lonnie Sykos, followed by Bonnie Bator.
Bonnie.

BONNIE BATOR: Aloha. I just recently had cataract surgery, so
it is a little difficult here.

Councilmember-Elect Cowden: Please state your name.

Ms. Bator: Aloha. It is with great appreciation to be
present today at a time when working class tax paying people are able to attend a
Kaua’i County Council Meeting provided that they are not stuck in gridlock traffic. I
am representing my ‘ohana to support Councilmember-Elect Chock to be appointed
as Council Chair. He received more votes, twelve thousand nine hundred
thirty-one (12,931) in this past election, votes that are accurately representing
working class tax paying people. These voters know that Councilmember-Elect
Chock represents them, not large landowners, their subsidiaries, nor multinational
corporations. As well, these voters know of Councilmember-Elect Chock’s good
character, caliber, and his magnitude of genuine aloha ‘ama for Kaua’i, Hawai’i nei,
and its children exalting future generations to ensure their goodness and leadership
for betterment of attempting to reign in development to keep Kaua’i, Kaua’i.
Councilmember-Elect Chock has decades of true community service under his belt.
An example is serving as Rescue Specialist with our Kaua’i Fire Department,
Councilmember-Elect Chock was injured on the job in the rescue of a woman on the
Na Pali Coast where the helicopter crashed into Mount Wai’ale’ale due to an oil leak.
He broke his back and ruptured three (3) disks in his spinal cord as a results of the
accident. Parallel to John Fitzgerald Kennedy (JFK) and the PT-109 collision, which
contributed to JFK’s long-term back problems. This is the microcosm of Kaua’i that
is a macrocosm to JFK. Councilmember-Elect Chock continues to serve our island in
countless myriad manners focusing mainly on our future, our youth, empowering
them with great positivity, walking the walk. Councilmember-Elect Chock has served
on numerous boards, commissions, past and present. I first met Councilmember
Elect Chock in 2004 after reading a pamphlet somewhere to help children whose
parents were incarcerated. I called Kukui Mãlama and I began working in that
volunteer program. I was impressed with Councilmember-Elect Chock’s
demonstrativeness of a true kanaka. Councilmember-Elect Chock is pure and simple,
pono. I have been blessed to work at Kapa’a High School for fourteen (14)
years. Anumber of years ago, I was in a Social Studies class when Councilmember
Elect Chock and his Kupu A’e (Leadership Kaua’i Program) came into the classroom.
It emboldened and encouraged the students with a superb structure.
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Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Three (3) minutes.

Ms. Bator: Clearly, evidence and facts reveal the
community servant that Councilmember-Elect Chock exemplifies. He expresses his
love for Kaua’i and its people without any self-serving agenda promoting bringing
people together for shared solutions rather than be divided through divisiveness.
Mahalo for correct thinking and decision-making. It will truly show if the fox is
watching the henhouse...

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Three (3) minutes.

Ms. Bator: . . .the fox guarding the henhouse, large
landowners, multinational corporations, or if the will of consciousness and aloha ‘ama
prevails. Sorry to bother you. I am just a haole, of course. I have been blessed to be
in Hawai’i nei for forty-five (45) years. Yes, I am a haole. Here it is. You can have
my paperwork. Thank you very much.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: The next speaker is Marj Dente, followed by
Pamela Burrell.

MARJ DENTE: I am Marj Dente. I am a resident and
property owner since 1989 in the Olohena ahupua’a. Thank you for taking my
testimony, and thank you to the new faces and sort of a new face with
Councilmember-Elect Kuali’i on this Council. I assume from today’s agenda that you
will be discussing who will become the Council Chair for the next two (2) years, that
member who sets the agenda for the Council’s meetings. Since I voted for
Councilmember-Elect Chock who handedly received the most votes in the
November 6th Election, I expect him to represent me and all of Kaua’i’s citizens as the
next Council Chair and not just special interest groups. However, it has come to my
attention that Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro is lobbying to become Council Chair.
Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro is from a heritage Kaua’i family. No disrespect to
your family, sir, but he is and you are, Special Projects Manager for Grove Farm.
Since this business has considerable landholdings of thirty-eight thousand (38,000)
acres and has the power to apply for zoning changes of any or all of these acres that
can affect land, water, and development issues. It is my opinion that
Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro, you sir, have a serious conflict of interest. You
would be required to recuse yourself from any official action of the considerable
amount of these kinds of issues that continually come before this Council. That said,
the Council Vice Chair would have to take the seat as Council Chair. I understand
you sir, Councilmember-Elect Kagawa, is to be nominated for that position. What?
A man who leaves the room during meetings whenever public testimonies are being
given, or is noticeably seen not paying any attention to Council business.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: County Clerk, is this the kind of Council
Meeting that we are going to have because I can call a bunch of my people...

Ms. Dente: Excuse me, I have the floor.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: . . . who can do the same thing?
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Ms. Dente: I have the floor, sir. I have the floor.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: They cannot applaud when you are talking.
Sorry. That is not...

Ms. Dente: Then tell the audience that. I have the floor.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: I am telling them.

Ms. Dente: I will say what I just said. A man who leaves
the room during meetings whenever public testimonies are being given or is
noticeably seen not paying any attention to Council business because you are
totally...

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Three (3) minutes.

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: Your time is up.

Ms. Dente: . . . occupied with your iPhone. So, I am
concluding that I highly recommend and approve Councilmember-Elect Chock to
become the Council Chair, a member with a history and background of the highest
integrity. I do want to speak to an article...

Councilmember-Elect Kagawa: Your time is up.

Ms. Dente: . . .well, airight.

Mr. Sato: You can submit your written testimony.

Ms. Dente: What?

Mr. Sato: You can submit it in writing.

Ms. Dente: Okay. You all should read Allan Parachini’s
article in yesterday’s paper. It says it is...

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: Can we get a recess?

Ms. Dente: . . . up to the public will...

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: Jade, can we get a recess?

Ms. Dente: . . . to determine what happens next. Thank
you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Yes.

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: I have a request.
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Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Yes.

Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro: The rules are that they speak for
three (3) minutes, the light turns green when you start, it turns yellow when you have
thirty (30) seconds, and it turns red when the speaker is to stop. I would just hope
that we can all respect the light and respect the rules so that we can move forward
with this meeting. Also, I know people are applauding and this and that, but again,
if we can just be neutral. There are people with differing views, so just be respectful
of everyone’s view.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: The next speaker is Pamela Burrell, followed
by Mark Perriello.

PA1VIELA BURRELL: First of all, congratulations,
Councilmembers-Elect. I had written testimony on behalf of the Kaua’i Women’s
Caucus earlier this month. I will not reiterate my ethical concerns to you, but I do
want to mention and are recommending of Councilmember-Elect Chock as Council
Chair candidate that we never did speak with him about his idea or even if we knew
if he would want to take on the responsibility of Council Chair. The Kaua’i Women’s
Caucus just feels that he is natural for that position because the Council Chair needs
to move a formerly divided Council into one that actually works well together where
viable solutions to our issues are realized through collaboration and most of all,
someone that invites dialogue with the community. That is all that I have to say.
Thank you for your time.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Mark, followed by John Moore.

MARK PERRIELLO: Good afternoon. My name is Mark Perriello.
I am representing the Kaua’i Chamber of Commerce today. I have nothing but good
things to say about the folks who are sitting on the other side of this bench from me.
I think that you all need to be congratulated for a job well-done in getting your seats.
My thing that I really hope to impart with you all is that you rise above some of the
fray that has been out there is the news, the coconut wireless, and what have you.
Kaua’i is a small island and we all need to figure out ways to work together and
succeed together. Some of the divisiveness that is happening around this Council
Chair debate is quite frankly, ugly and is being motivated by people that are not even
in this room that do not have the wherewithal to show up to actually have these
discussions in person. Councilmember-Elect Chock, I know you very well through my
time at Leadership Kaua’i. I think very highly of you. Councilmember-Elect
Kaneshiro, I think very highly of you as well. We have been really close partners at
the Kaua’i Chamber of Commerce. The thing that I would say is that as you are
considering this, to say that one person is defined by their company, I think, is
ridiculous. To say that someone who came in second with just three hundred (300)
votes shy of Councilmember-Elect Chock is somehow bold and more to a company
than he is to his constituents and the thousands and thousands of people who elected
him, is just ridiculous. I know him very well. I think he is very passionate about this
island, the future of the island, and could do a good job as Council Chair if that is who
you decide to place as Council Chair. But I am not up here to speak negatively about
anyone at all. I do feel like it is important to defend someone when they are being
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attacked very viciously in the media and in the public eye when I know this person
to be a very outstanding person and someone who I think can usher this community
and this Council for the next few years. Thank you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: John Moore.

JOHN MOORE: My name is John Moore. I am with the
Community Coalition of Kaua’i. Welcome, new members. We have all worked
together. The people of Kaua’i will work with all of you no matter which decisions or
choices you make because like you, we all love Kaua’i and we are committed to Kaua’i.
We promise to do our best, that you understand what we set out to do when we
brought together all of the neighborhood associations of the island of Kaua’i. We
shared our concerns of what came from all of the different neighborhood associations,
concerns about transportation and that elected officials were not listening to them
enough, and that is normal thing no matter who is elected is going to feel. We hope
that as you go forward, that you will listen to all of the neighborhood associations,
the Kaua’i Women’s Caucus, the Kaua’i Chamber of Commerce, and the Community
Coalition of Kaua’i, and that you will respect that we have done lots of homework as
most of you know that we were intimately involved in the General Plan for many
years as volunteers and worked with that step. We hope that we can continue to work
with the new Planning Department and Planning Commission as well as the Mayor
and the County Council. I hope that you will keep open minds and we know that you
have to make tough decision because there are always tradeoffs every day. People
will get emotional and people within our group will get emotional even in our own
meetings, but that is because they really care about the island. Please know that we
will work together with you, we hope that you will keep an open mind, and we hope
you make the best decisions about the future of Kaua’i. Thank you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Larry Lasota, followed by Guy Miller.

LARRY LASOTA: Good afternoon and congratulations to all of
you on being elected again. Thank you for having an open meeting like this here
today. The only thing I would like to address is the positon of Council Chair.
Traditionally, it seems like it has always gone to the one who has gotten the highest
votes and I believe it should stay in that situation. At least at this time, there seems
to be much outpouring toward Councilmember-Elect Chock and I agree with it
because I think he is an outstanding person. I know Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro.
I have no major complaints except for one (1) thing. I have one (1) issue and this has
been my decider for why I would like Councilmember-Elect Chock to be the Council
Chair as opposed to Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro. That goes back to the
Wednesday prior to the Primary Election when George Costa testified about the grant
that was available for a climate change study for Kaua’i. Councilmember-Elect
Kaneshiro voted it down and Councilmember-Elect Chock voted for it. I think voting
down getting money for the County to do something that is very critical. I spent a lot
of time working in the Emergency Operations Center as the Government Liaison for
the American Red Cross. Half of the emergency things we deal with has to do with
climate change and that grant would have given us great steps forward and much
information to help us in what we need to do. By turning that down, I think it is a
travesty. I support Councilmember-Elect Chock because he stood behind that and
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thought it was an ideal thing that we needed. I am sorry that we did not get it because
he was outvoted 3:4. Again, I believe that the person who got the highest amount of
votes in this election should be the County Council Chair. Congratulations again, to
all of you. Thank you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Guy Miller, followed by Anne Thurston.

GUY MILLER: Hi, good afternoon. My name is Guy Miller.
First of all, congratulations to all of you for getting elected to the County Council this
year. I am here for the Council Chair like many other people here today. I feel very
strongly that Councilmember-Elect Chock would make a great Council Chair for this.
I have worked with him for a year during Leadership Kaua’i, and not only do I feel
like he has the personal qualities to make a great Council Chair, but also from what
I understand, it is precedent for the person with the most votes to become the Chair
of the Council. I do not feel that it is acceptable to break with precedent because it is
someone who was not expected to get the most votes and has not in the past. I just
wanted to give my support to Councilmember-Elect Chock for the position of Council
Chair. I feel like the people have spoken by giving him the most votes and that
precedent should be kept as well as him being a person that I have learned things
from that I still keep to this day as far as organization, leadership, and other personal
skills. I use it when I work with people in my own field. That is all. Thank you.

Councilmember-Elect Chock: You are a man now, Guy. Wow.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Anne Thurston.

ANNE THURSTON: Thank you. Anne Thurston. I am really
grateful to every one of you who is willing to serve at such a challenging time for this
island. The pressures of climate, population growth, and infrastructure are becoming
more substantial every day. We really do need a united Council and the Council
needs our support. As was said, you have it. At the same time, I am very clear with
myself that the issue of conflict of interest is a major one that is likely to divide us.
We are very fortunate that we have a County Charter and we have the Sunshine Law
that mandates that the Council must operate transparently beyond special interests.
We really need to ensure that these rules are applied. The Council should have as its
sole purpose, the interest of the people of Kaua’i and not the interest of any private
corporation. I really think it would be very hard if we have a County Council Chair
who is working for a major landowner on the island to protect and preserve the
Charter and the transparency of its operations. It would really be necessary to recuse
yourself continuously, and I do not think we would get much done if that went on. If
we can avoid this conflict, we will be able to promote public trust in government and
help to ensure that we can move forward collaboratively in the decision-making
process. We need a County Council Chair who takes a sincere interest in allowing
the public, not a corporate interest, to make ample input and a Council Chair that
will take their views into account. Let us work together to achieve this. It is vital for
all of us. Thank you.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Bridget Hammerquist.
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BRIDGET HAMMERQUIST: Good afternoon. My name is Bridget
Hammerquist. I am a resident of Köloa. My home has been on Kaua’i for a long time.
I care very much about the community and I applaud you all for being willing to serve
our community. I think each and every one of you have a tough job and I would never
want anything that I have said or written to suggest that it is anything other than
tough. I do suggest, however, that in this time where you are taking in information,
I would second what Anne Thurston had to say, and that is that we need a
collaborative County Council. We need someone that can bring the Council together.
There were discussions being had after the election between individuals that were
sitting as Councilmembers. They were having discussions, which would be
considered sequential discussions, between people that were already sworn into
office. It was not an issue as much for people that were not yet sworn. But the rumor
mill flies. We are a small island. It was made known early on that
Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro wanted to the position, he wanted
Councilmember-Elect Kagawa to be the Council Vice Chair, and he wanted the post
even though Councilmember-Elect Chock had done better. Historically, I know we
have had Council Chairs chosen that did not get the most votes. So, I understand
that is not the issue. But I think that the divisiveness of a Council Chair that is the
single Project Manager identified, he is the only person identified on the Grove Farm
website, who owns thirty-eight thousand (38,000) acres of Kaua’i, which is
approximately twenty-five percent (25%) of this island. It is a one hundred fifty-six
thousand (156,000) acre island. If you look back on July 18th in addition to what the
other gentleman testified about, I have seen Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro more
than once, but it is actually on film I know for sure on July 18t~~ where he sat in the
seat as a Councilmember and spoke as a Grove Farm representative. I think that is
the real difficulty that is going to face him throughout this term. I think that is what
you are hearing from the public. I would just ask you all to take that into very serious
consideration when you vote. I do not think it is proper the way that people have
secured votes up until now without public input. I am glad you are finally asking for
public input. Thank you for your time.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Eileen Kechlioan.

EILEEN KECHLIOAN: Hi. I am Eileen Kechlioan and I would like to
congratulate you all. I like to see the new faces here. I am hoping that with this, we
will have a more balanced County Council because I know in the past that
Councilmember-Elect Kuali’i has been able to stand his own ground and not
necessarily go with one side or the other. In the voting for the Council Chair, I am
hoping that Councilmember-Elect Kuali’i will once again, realize that he is here to
represent the people. This many people showed up only because they want
Councilmember-Elect Chock. They are very concerned about the conflict of interest.
Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro, go to July 18th and I think it is one (1) hour and—I
can get it for you, but it is where you get upset and start defending Grove Farm as if
you were Grove Farm sitting there not as a Councilmember. I would like to see a
Council Chair that does not have to recuse himself as often as Councilmember-Elect
Kaneshiro will have to recuse himself. If Councilmember-Elect Kaneshiro gets it, he
will get to choose what goes onto the agenda and what does not. Now, that alone is
huge power. I think someone that is more open and more balanced. Also, all of the
times that I have watched the County Council, I have never seen Councilmember






































































